NEW CONSTRUCTION DECISION TREE

UPDATED JANUARY 2021

eunFact: Mixeause buid

e s ol ity dority ko foentpotons

that demonsirate Massachusetts energy
compliance.

F2, R-3and R4 buidings
fered Commorcil.

HOW TO USE: s YouR
j ) S use

1. START with the main decision tree, o

existing of new construction ~RESIDENTIAL?

2. Consider ONE USE at a time,
‘answering questions to

YES, RESIDENTIAL  NO, COMMERCIAL
+ IDENTIFY the code "branch”

+ Navigate through the appropriate et To qually for igh

Permit Drawings ms

path that represent your project 1 Bt ot 15 YoUR. ouR comenen
Kot s v o vt sy jpuome s St
. For MXED-USE BUDLINGS,repeat oRes T s

the process for each use group —lﬁ

The branches do not contain al energy

code requirements. Instea it notes,

options or docisions which send you down
a path. The path points to the relevant

code section(s), detailing project YES

roramect,

B Mo Jro—

T Itematons Eregy Conservation I
Code (IECC) is a model energy code, which uﬂ:::’vm

forms the basis for the Massachusts
‘energy codes. The frst bucket, the Base
Energy Code, i the minimum required
‘energy code in Massachusatts The second
buckel, the Stretch Code, is a stricter
option towns and ciies have aiready
voted to incorporate. The third bucket, the
Specialized Opt-in Code, includes
‘adaitional requirements in additon to
the Base and Stretch Code and is
available for municipal vote as of

mber 2022.

NO

s effort to map out MA Energy Codo.
compiance pathways does not account
for impacts of other codes and ordinances

ST 1P (/A IR "= e E-ICON




LOW-RISE RESIDENTIAL BRANCH: 3 STORIES OR LESS <12,000 SF
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COMMERCIAL BRANCH: RESIDENTIAL 4 STORIES OR MORE
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COMMERCIAL BRANCH: <20,000 SF
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COMMERCIAL BRANCH: LOW-VENTILATION >20,000 SF
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COMMERCIAL BRANCH: HIGH-VENTILATION >20,000 SF
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EXISTING CONSTRUCTION DECISION TREE

UPDATED JUNE 2023

#FunFact: This is the first time the
Stretch Code applies to Existing
Alterations, Change of Use, & Additions.

EXISTING
CONSTRUCTION

#FunFact: Energy code defines a

RESIDENTIAL USE as detached one-and two
family dwellings, townhou:
Group R-2, R-3 and R-4 buildings. All other

as well as

#FunFact: The Specialized Opt-in Code

uses are considered Commercial.

pertains to new buildings only. 1S YOUR
Reference CMR 2 tion CC101.4 or USE
CATEGORIZED

Section RC101.1
*This is an important distinction for
Low-Rise Residential and Comme I

RESIDENTIAL?

Multifamily Existing Construction.
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EXISTING BRANCH: COMMERCIAL/MULTIFAMILY
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EXISTING BRANCH: LOW-RISE RESIDENTIAL 3 STORIES OR LESS
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